The 2015 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was awarded to Youyou Tu, William C. Campbell, and Satoshi Ōmura for 'their discoveries concerning a novel therapy against malaria and infections caused by roundworm parasites'. While Youyou Tu received the prize for her ground-breaking research in traditional Chinese medicine and the discovery of artemisinin, an antimalarial drug, William C. Campbell and Satoshi Ōmura have focused their research on parasitology and chemotherapy of parasitic infections and the discovery of novel drug candidates from unknown microorganisms, respectively.
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), approximately 3.2 billion people are at risk of malaria and 214 million malaria cases were estimated in 2015 with a mortality rate exceeding 430,000 [1] . These numbers emphasize how urgent it is to develop novel antimalarial therapies. Malaria is a mosquito-borne disease where the Plasmodium parasite employs the female Anopheles gambiae mosquito as a vector (for a review see [2] ). Considering the global disease burden associated with malaria, it is no surprise that it has attracted the attention of many researchers. Notably, malaria and innate immunity are tightly interwoven and thus the Journal of Innate Immunity has also published a number of articles within the last years that deal with virulence mechanisms employed by this pathogen [3] [4] [5] .
Parasites belong to the smallest eukaryotic organisms and are therefore not only important pathogens, but can also serve as an ideal object for different disease models. Wound healing is such an example and recent work has shown that nematode models are fast and reliable tools that can be used to study, for instance, the role of complement and extracellular matrix proteins in response to infection [12] . Taken together, we hope that the 2015 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine will boost an increased interest in the field of parasite immunology in the years to come.
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